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Celebrating Pride Month

Celebrating
Pride Month

Pride Monthis brilliant, but at St James we celebrate LGBT+identities all year round!

We are really proud to have a diverse andinclusive school community. At St Jamesthere are a
number of things we do to ensure that our LGBT+ feel comfortable within our community:



e We have an LGBT+ team made up of a number of teachers who can offersupport to
students with questions and concerns around LGBT+ issues.

¢ We have guidance forall teachers on supporting students who are LGBT+

e We are part of the ‘No Outsiders’ programme, which encourages inclusivity in schools and is
based around the Equality Act 2010.

e  We hold ‘No Outsiders’ drop-ins on Wednesday during break times, where students can ask
guestionsorjusthave a chat.

e We discuss LGBT+identitiesin ourJBACClessons

e We have a zero-tolerance policy to hate-speech, including the use of the word ‘gay’in a
negative way. We make it clear that students are free to hold theirown views on LGBT+
issues but mustalwaystreat each otherwith respect.

Football sisters smashing it!
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Erin and Belle Vosperwere part of the successful girls football team who won the Devon Girls
County Cup last Sunday! This topped off an amazing half term week where they had played for

Exeter City in Swindon on Monday, playing games against, Swindon and Plymouth Argyle. They lost
to Swindon U15’s 2-0, Beat Swindon U16’s 1-0 finishing with awin over Plymouth Argyle U16’s 2-1.

A fantasticresult, welldone!



Taekwondo Champion!

Massive congratulations to Caden Whiting, who competed in the Welsh Taekwondo tournament last
month, becoming the Welsh Championin the Junior Boys Middleweight Division. This kind of
achievementtakes a huge amount of commitmentand determination and Cadenistruly an
inspirationto usall.



U15 200m Champion!

Year 10 studentJacob competed at the Devon Schools Athletic Championships on Saturday 11th
June at Exeter Arena. He competedinthe 200m against the best students across the County. Jacob
sprinted away from the competition to become Devon 200m U15 champion 2022. He finishedinan
amazing time of 23.12seconds, which for his age groupis inthe top 10 in the Country!

Jacob qualified through to the South West Championships which took place on Saturday 18th June.
He finished 4th and we could not be more proud of him. Well done Jacob!



HPQ Success

Overthe past twoterms, a group of year9 students have been working on the Higher Project
Qualification. As a national qualification worth half a GCSE, the Higher Project qualification gives
students the opportunity to research and write about an area of interest while developing arange of
academicskillsin research analysis and synthesis, essay and report writing, presentation skills and
referencing. The students worked incredibly hard on their projectsin theirown time, alongside
managingtheircurriculum and enrichment commitments. It was a joy to hear about students’
progress during theirfinal presentations. They showed real passion and enthusiasm fortheirchosen
topics which ranged from Transgender Identity to Feminism to the Rocky Horror Picture show.

Congratulations to Oscar Ganley, Eli Marsh, Isaac Morse, Alex Dyke, Leo Dyke, Erin Berryman-Walton
and Paris Lee. You should be incredibly proud of yourachievements.



Student Report - Year 9 University Tour

= Rk I - it e A WA Y
~

Last week, 30 Year 9 students were taken to Exeter University foracampus tourand a ‘My Perfect
Degree’ workshop. During the visit, the students were educated about university lifeand the range
of university courses available. Students were splitinto two groups and were each toured around
the campus by two University students. Following that, the students were takenintoalecture room
to experience the workshop and learn more about life at University.

What we learnt.

e Studentslearntaboutresources available around the campus such as the health centre and
the sports facilities.

e Studentslearntabout University accommodation, such as the difference between catered
and uncatered accommodation.

e Studentsalsolearntaboutthe large range of courses and modules available tothem,
including examples such as international spa managementand astronomy.

The trip wasall inall an excellent experience and fully educated students about University life. All
students thoroughly enjoyed the trip.

By Peter Cummings & Mohamed Saidi.



School Parliament

At St James we really value our students'opinionsandideas. Inorderto help ourstudentslearn
about Democracy, and how they will be able toinfluence their wider communities throughout their
lives, we have developed asystemthat resembles ourlocal and national democraticsystems. Inthe
firstweek of the Autumntermall students are able tovote for theirtutorgroup MPs. These
students meet with the rest of theiryeargroup's MPs and studentleaders throughoutthe yearat
yearcouncil meetings. Some of the MPs will represent the views and ideas of theirwhole year
group at the St James School Parliament, who then send representatives to meet with Miss Skinner
and the SeniorLeadership Team. Beingan MP is a wonderful opportunity to develop leadership skills
and communication skills, whilst making a positive contribution to the school community.



Student Report - Electronic Music Enrichment

In our electronicmusicproduction elective, students ages 13-16 create music using a software called
Mixcraft. Mixcraft has a lot of different sounds, loops and instruments for pupils to explore. The
elective leader, Ollie Millin, is a professional musician and has previously beeninaduo creating
electronicmusic.

Mixcraftis an easy software forcreating music, with alibrary full of different styles of music. There
are alsoloops, sounds and beats from various differentinstruments. We also use midi boards;
electricboards thatlook a little bit like mini keyboards, which people can use to create their
tracks/loops and sounds using differentinstruments that can be selected onthe software. The
musical pieces the students have created span many genres, from jazz all the way to upbeat pop.
You can really see the reflection of themintheir music, what they like, what they don’t like, their
thoughts, theirfeelings and how they see things. This experience has also been educationalforall of
the students, they have learnt how to use different techniques and developed their skillsin using
musicsoftware. Some of the pupils came knowingalotabout electronic musicproduction and some
came knowing only the basics or nothing atall. However, everyone has created amazing musicand
has learnta lot of techniques and skills during the course. Ollieis always happy to help, including
giving hints and tips to help pupils progress. He also helps students individually and makes each and
every one of us create musicto the best of our ability.

Ollie said that he has “always wanted to teach” so when this offer came along, he immediately took
it. He is passionate about this subject and helping toimprove students' knowledge in a way that they
can understand. Olliesaid that his favourite thingis seeing people progress throughout the weeks
and “seeinghow diverseeveryone's styleis”.



Malila, Year 10
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Exeter Maths Challenge Cup

Thisterm St James will be starting abrand new Maths competition called the Exeter Mathematics
Challenge Cupor...E=MC2 !!

With four of the top students from Year 7 and 8 from across the city coming togethertotesttheir
wits, who will claim the prize of being the best of the best?!?

You’ll need to waittill the next newsletter to find out!

Improving Teachingand Learningis at the heart of everythingwe do at St James, and thisis a great
opportunity toinformyou of how we ensure that our teachersreceive regularfeedback about their
teachingand how to make incremental changestoimprove their practice. At St James, each teacher
has a coach who works alongside them and visits one of theirlessons on aweekly basis. In the lesson
visit, the coach will be looking out for the wonderful ways in which ourteachers teach th e students
intheirclass, ready to feed back to them. They will also consider what small change the teacher
could make that would have a significantimpact on students’learning. This might be as small as
where the teacherstandsinthe room or how the teacher usesthe visualiserto exploreastudent’s
piece of work with the class or how the teacheruses storytellingand analogies toimprove their
explanations.

The coach and coachee meet afterthe lessonvisitto explore thisin more detailand to watch a video
of theirareafor development (known as an action step) being modelled. With the support of the
coach, the coachee then practises the action step without the presence of the students and keeps
practising until they are ready to putit into practice with theirclasses. Duringthe following week,
the coach pops into the lessonto see how the teacheris getting on. We change the focus every half
term, fromthemes like the quality of our explanations, to how we give effective feedback to how we
ensure our expectations are high.

In additionto this, ourSenior Team visitlessons regularly and award staff with 'positive shout-outs'.
These are short, positive messages that arrive by email. Itis great whenthe visit happensjustatthe
same time as the teacheris practising theiraction step! In most weeks, there are 80-100 lessons
visits at St James!



Jo Payne, Assistant Head - Teachingand Learning

We are nearing the end of our exam season and we are incredibly proud of how well our students
have conducted themselves during this busy and pressured time. Studentsin Years 10 and 11 have
behavedimpeccably; listening attentively in their pre-exam talks, lining up silently before their
exams, and working diligently in theirlesson time. We could not be more proud of them, and wish
them every success fortheirresults thissummer.

Our summer Showcase is on Wednesday 13th of July. Doors open at 6.30pm and performances start
at 7pm. Refreshments willbe available. We hope you can make it!



Parents of St James
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Would you like to become more involved with us at St James? Every term, the PSJ group meet for
one hour to discuss the school issues thatare mostimportantto you, our parents and carers. Each
meetingwe have three agendaitems and attendees are invited to share theirthoughts, ideas and
suggestions forimprovement. Recently, agendaitems have included the school day, home work
expectations and online learning amongst otherthings. Yourvoiceisincredibly important to us, and
an integral part of what drives change and improvement at StJames. If you would like to come along
to the next meeting, please completethis online form. The date forthe next meetingis Thursday 7th
July, at 6pm inthe school library.


https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=3pYEb4vhG02_uPtUSJ2eDRYmXj0F9cpJnot77ViTqalUQTZVVE43VTE4NzgwS0dFMzRUVTE3VllPMy4u

